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Abstract

Low fruit-set in Hevea arose primarily from the failure of entire floral shoots to bear fruits.
In hand-pollination carried out in the main flowering season, a mean of 83.7% of the floral
shoots were barren despite the fact that seven to 9 hand-pollinations were normally carried
out on each shoot.  Competition between developing fruits on the same floral shoot was not a
major cause of low fruit-set.  The distribution of fruits among hand-pollinated floral shoots
conformed to a negative binomial distribution, indicating that fruit-set was not random but
tended to be aggregated to particular shoots that were better disposed to fruit-set.

Changes in this version from the original:
Labels in Figure 6 (p. 152) have been revised to improve clarity.
Error in Reference 9 has been corrected.

Full paper follows


























